GREETINGS from the Greenville Beautification Committee,                         4/13/09


Current Members: Virginia Mangold, Debbie Danner, Linda Fenoff, Mary Connair, Rob Troeger, Reggie Ratcliffe, Bob Capone, Joan Garafola, Wayne Nelsen, Paul Macko.                                                                                       

A  LETTER OF  INTENT AND VISION


THE GREENVILLE BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE (GBC) was founded by the above group of persons with the encouragement of the town board and the popular consensus of its citizens. A few of the largest concerns returned in the town wide questionnaire, mailed last year, were the beautification of Greenville, stricter code enforcement and the need for design and cosmetic standards for new construction and renovation within our hamlets.


With that in mind, the GBC met for the first time on April 8, 2009. We discussed many issues that affect the entire town. The main focus of discussion was the hamlet of Greenville and the areas extending from the four corners of Rtes 81 and 32 encompassing the outlying commercial areas. A great deal of discussion was focused on the shopping center and surrounding businesses and community. The following is a list of topics that were reviewed: Signage, refuse and road side debris, building facades, the dormant gas station, the Vanderbilt Town Park, Veterans Park, the Cultural Arts Center, the Central Hudson warehouse, lighting, benches, trees, pedestrian friendly sidewalks, increased green space, public parking and the extension of sewage. It was generally agreed that any plan for Greenville should have an all-encompassing vision and a well-connected plan for implementation. 


A primary function of the GBC, of course, will be to solicit in kind services from our citizenry and to raise funds for a variety of projects to be prioritized at a later date. We hope to solicit donations (for which recognition will be given in various forms), from a wide range of residents for a host of projects, which you may select to support individually or collectively. We realize that it is very difficult to get a large group of people on the same page and to concur on levels of necessity. However, we feel that the beautification of Greenville may be approached with discretionary latitude while respecting everyone’s visions, large or small. We will immediately have the need for a sketch artist to conceptualize those visions on paper and a grant writer to help procure government funding. Please keep in mind that most main street development grants are matching, so a significant amount of money will need to be raised.




The GBC is hoping to work in conjunction with Community Partners, The Greenville Rotary and any other Not-for Profit or private groups who would like to assist in fund raising events. Community Partners worked very closely with the Freehold Beautification Project serving as the financial arm for raising revenue. A representative and board member of Community Partners served as the project director of the Freehold Beautification Project and we are honored, again, to have members of Community Partners serve on the GBC committee.


We thus far have two members of the Greenville Town board, one member of the Greenville Planning Board, one member of the Greenville Comprehensive Planning Committee, two members of Community Partners, one member of the Greenville Rotary, one member from the staff of The Greenville Press, a number of private business people and residents. We continue to seek talented people who want to get involved and who are willing to devote considerable time and energy with the intention of bettering our town for the present and future generations. This committee will ultimately have a growing list of responsibilities, which we hope to share with the diversely talented people from all the hamlets of our town. The Greenville Beautification Project, like the Freehold Beautification Project, is one of giving not taking. Everyone’s expertise, visions, and 

financial help will greatly be appreciated and is immensely encouraged. The committee 

members, realizing the whole is equal to the sum of the individual parts, would like every person in this community to understand that all donations regardless of the amount will be considered equally important: A gift comes from the HEART, not the pocket. We will need the collective support of all our community members in order to become an organized and effective fund raising institution. Our goal is to provide the best representation for the desires of the community as an entity: let us not forget that the town of Greenville is comprised of a number of hamlets and stretches over a large geographic area. However, the Hamlet of Greenville is the existing hub and center of retail commerce. It is representative of the entire town as a whole, and as such should set the tone for visitors and both potential business and real estate investors. 

           We also will solicit commitments from the town, county, state, and federal governments for assistance in whatever configuration that may be appropriate or available. A meeting with our town and county legislators, Senator Seward, Senator Gillibrand, and our newly elected house representative, at this time an unknown, will be planned. We will pursue main street development grants and seek professional advice from the Greene County Planning and Economic Development Dept. This department was very helpful during the Freehold Project: their services were immeasurable. We are under the understanding that Rte.32 may be getting repaved from Cairo to north of Greenville as part of the economic recovery package. Perhaps, the visions of the four corners of Greenville can be incorporated into the stimulus package in some capacity. These may or may not be grandiose aspirations, however,” Never to dream most assuredly would mean never to reach the heights of achievement!”                                                                                                                                  
 In the spirit of community harmony and to demonstrate the town wide enthusiasm and cooperation that will be essential for the success of this endeavor, The Freehold Beautification Project has agreed to make the first donation to the GBC in the amount of $250.00. In addition The Freehold Country Pub has agreed to provide its facility and a D.J. for the first, of many fund raising dinner dances, to be held on Saturday, May 30th at 6 pm. The Freehold Country Pub , the Mountain View Brasserie,  Ruby’s Hotel & Restaurant , and The Freehold House are donating the food for the buffet. Two Kids Bake Shop is donating dessert.  Tickets can be purchased at Two Kids Bake Shop, Just –A -Buck, Virginia Mangold Realty, and The Freehold Country Pub, or for reservation tickets contact, Committee Member, Mary Connair @ 518-966-4183. Tickets will be sold to the first 100 people at  $35.00 per person. Please make all CHECKS payable to the GREENVILLE BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT. 


In addition, the GBC will be sponsoring a COOKOUT BBQ in front of the library and Veterans Park as OUR SECOND FUND RAISING EVENT on Saturday July 25th between 11am. and  5pm.; particulars will follow.


We must also realize that our nation is facing difficult economic times for private individuals, small and large businesses, as well as all levels of government. Grants may be more difficult to procure than in past years and raising donations may be more challenging, but that shouldn’t discourage us from the task at hand. If this community pulls together, focuses whatever resources, small or large, on the vision it perceives as attainable there is no doubt about its success. The only parameter will be the measurement of its accomplishments. 


Remember the true spirit of a community is measured by the participation of its citizens!                                                                                 

