March 2010

Greetings from the Greenville Beautification Committee

The committee wishes to update the Greenville community on the activities over the past year and welcomes participation as we move forward on several fronts in 2010.

We have applied for a 501c3 not-for-profit corporation status under the name of The Greenville Beautification and Economic Development Foundation. The date of approval is expected within six months. Until such time, we are operating under the umbrella of Community Partners’ nonprofit status just as The Freehold Beautification Project did. We again thank Community Partners for their help and participation, and their dedication to community improvement.

During 2009, the work of the committee focused on three projects: a grant request for community recreational activities in Vanderbilt Park; initial fundraising efforts; and a pilot beautification project that would bring historic lighting to the hamlet of Greenville. It was decided early on to concentrate the work of the committee within the hamlet of Greenville, from the intersection of Route 81 and 32 north to Bryant’s and east and west on 81, the area most visible within the township, and thus likely to have the most impact.

Because of the timing of the grant request deadline in 2009, the committee worked with the town grant writer and others on a roughly $600,000 grant request to New York State Department of Parks and Recreation for enhanced recreational activities in Vanderbilt Park. The grant request included additional ball fields, enhanced walking trails, and a proposed pavilion for picnics and events. It also included a request for sidewalk improvements from the park to Bryant’s and lighting around parking areas to extend the time that the park and barns could be used. The committee members gathered many letters of support from community groups and churches for the grant, which was finalized and submitted in September. Any monies received under this grant must be matched by volunteer time and funds raised within the community, as was done in the development of the park’s current facilities. We hope to get some word from the State regarding this grant around April or May. In addition, the Town of Greenville is in the process of applying for another large grant to expand the sewer district to additional areas of the water district within the hamlet as well as east of Route 32.

Fundraising for community projects began in 2009 with a dinner/dance at the Freehold Pub in May followed by “A Taste of Greenville” food event in Veteran’s Park in October. Heartfelt thanks go to the local restaurants and businesses that donated to these events. Thanks also goes to Community Partners and their business donors who contributed to the marketing of the Greenville Day event and to other community groups, including the Greenville School District, who sponsored events that Day that drew visitors to Greenville. The committee currently has about $3,500 in donations that will be used for beautification projects. It is anticipated that funds will be needed as part of the match for State or Federal grants or that funds will be for specific projects as designated by those that donate. Please watch for upcoming fundraising events throughout the spring, summer, and fall. 

Finally, in 2009, the committee proposed a pilot beautification project: historical lighting for the hamlet of Greenville spanning out from the intersection of Routes 32 and 81. Once the ground is workable, two light posts will be installed by the Town of Greenville sign on town property at the intersection. These two lights are being funded by the Greene County IDA, as that organization begins working with our town on business attraction strategies. The committee looks forward to community input on the pilot project, which we hope will be installed by mid April.

Going forward in 2010, Wayne Nelson has been voted chair of the committee. Meeting times have been changed to the second Thursday of the month at 6 pm at town hall. Current efforts include work on a sustainability plan for the hamlet of Greenville, which might lead to a main street revitalization project, as well as additional fundraising efforts and pilot projects. Current members of the committee are: William Bardel, Mary Connair, Debra Danner, Dianne Fallon, Paul Macko, Ginny Mangold, Brian Mulligan, Wayne Nelson, Rob Troeger, and Barbara Walter. The Committee welcomes participation by all. Please join us at the meetings.

For further information on in-kind services, participation or interest in the purchase of a lamppost, park bench, flower planter or a tree, or for cash donations which are fully tax-deductible, please contact Wayne Nelsen at 518- 634-7454 (wnfcp2009@aol.com) or Ginny Mangold at 518-966-5100(ginniebob@aol.com). Also, please watch for our direct mailer, which will be outlining our fundraising initiative. It will provide detailed and pictorial information along with costs and how to contribute; there will be a number of options available. 

In closing, we would like to thank the Greene County Industrial Agency, The Greene County Planning and Economic Development Agency, and The Town of Greenville for their continued support in this ambitious endeavor. We also would like to encourage all citizens to step forward with any talents, machinery or expertise that may be helpful. We also would welcome residents to donate what may be affordable to them. After all, it is not the size of the gift that counts, it is the gift of giving that is truly meaningful. With collective input and donations from all of our community, we will bring ambitious goals to fruition. We cannot hope for success without that fervor. 

Thank you,

The Greenville Beautification Committee
